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On the front... 


CWO Dave Jago, Marine Safety Office St. Louis, 
peers into the void space surrounding a tank barge cargo 
compartment. MSO St. Louis administers the largest 
marine safety zone in the continental United States and 
inspects more than 230 tank barges a year. See story 
and photos on pages 4 and 5. 











The River Currents staff thanks all the units 
who submitted stories and photos for this issue. 
The deadline for the April issue is March 15. If you 
have questions about submissions, feel free to call 
district public affairs at FTS 279-4627 or (314) 425- 
4627 and discuss photos and stories with the staff. 
River Currents is an excellent way to recognize the 
achievements of your unit and its people. 


Collision 


Barges Strike Sumac, Obion 
by SN Greg Dominiak 








ighteen barges broke away from the towboat Sierra 


Dawn of A.C.B.L. Barge Lines and collided into the 
cutters Sumac and Obion Jan. 20. 

The cutters were moored at Base St. Louis when the 
barges smashed into the Sumac which was positioned in 
front of the Obion. The Sumac was torn away from its 
moorings and set adrift with no power or pilot before the 
crew could abandon ship. 

As the barges were hitting the Sumac, the OOD of 
the Obion ordered all hands to abandon ship. Rivertender 
crews are trained to abandon ship in instances such as this 
when there is no qualified pilot onboard. After hitting the 
Sumac, the barges glanced the Obion causing minimum 
damage and then ran aground a short distance downriver. 
The Sumac was retrieved by the towboat Carrie Elizabeth 
and moored alongside the Obion. 


The Sumac sustained a hole in the starboard side, 
parted mooring lines, and received damage to the electric, 
phone, and sewage ties. There is a possibility of slight 
stern damage due to hitting the Obion. 

The Obion sustained a twisted brow, scraped paint 
and twisted handrails. 

The cause of the breakaway is under investigation. 


D2 Wins Waesche Award 
For Second Year In A Row 


or the second consec- 
F utive year, the Second 
District has been awarded 
the Waesche Award in rec- 
ognition of reserve ac- 
complishments. 

A plaque bearing the 
likeness of Admiral Russell 
R. Waesche, the Coast 
Guard’s World War II 
commandant, was _pre- 
sented to the district at the 
national conference of the 
Reserve Officer’s Associa- 
tion in Washington, D.C., 

Jan. 21. 

The winning district was determined by its per- 
formance in the areas of selected reserve rating match 
and strength management, issuance of mobilization or- 
ders, drill attendance, payroll exceptions and reserve 
recruiting. 

The award recognized the Second District as the 
most outstanding district for fiscal year 1989. 
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Ice And Low Water 
Choke The Upper Miss. 





Story and photos by PA2 John Moss 





he Coast Guard essentially closed 

200 miles of the Mississippi River 
from St. Louis to Cairo, Ill., Dec. 18 to 
Jan. 4 because of extreme low water 
and hazardous ice conditions. 

The grounding of 22 tows over a 
two-day period prompted the move 
which closed the river to unrestricted 
barge traffic. Tows were given permis- 
sion, however, to move through sec- 
tions of the river on a case-by-case 
basis. 

Through the fall and early winter, 
a series of safety zones limiting tow 
size and draft were put in place be- 
cause of steadily falling river levels. By 
mid-December, the Mississippi reach- 
ed water levels lower than at any time 
since 1940. 

In addition to low water, the 
Midwest experienced record cold tem- 
peratures in December creating haz- 
ardous ice flows. Buoys between St. 
Louis and Cairo, Ill., were destroyed, 
pushed under water or moved by the 
ice. The ice also prevented river- 
tenders from getting underway to re- 
place the buoys. 


According to Commander Wil- 
liam Kline, chief of Aids to Navigation, 
only about 200 buoys were recovered 
of the 600 buoys marking this area of 
the river. He said many of those re- 
covered, however, were destroyed be- 
yond use. 

After the river was reopened Jan. 
4, the cutter Obion made a trip south 
from St. Louis to retrieve lost buoys. 
Kline said they did their best to salvage 
as many buoys as possible and reset 
them to mark the channel. After the 
Obion turned to head back north, the 
cutter Cheyenne began a trip down 
river with a load of new buoys to re- 
mark the channel. The cutter Sumac 
also worked to replace the buoys. The 
three cutters finished marking the 
channel in 12 days. 

“Tt’s a pretty dangerous business 
when there are no buoys and you’re the 
first guy in,”’ Kline said. ‘““The master 
chiefs and senior chiefs have to use 
their own personal knowledge of the 
river to find the rocks and shoals.” 

Kline said this recent loss of 
buoys aggravated an already short sup- 
ply in the Second District. ““We had 


The towboat Santee and a group of barges are caught in tightly packed ice near the mouth of the 
Missouri River. The ice pushed them up against an oil terminal which is no longer in service. Santee 


and several barges were sunk by the ice. Salvage operations were postponed until ice conditions 
improved. 


A small towboat plows through ice on the Upper 
Mississippi River near Alton, Ill ‘Movements 
within the 200-mile safety zone were permitted on 
a case-by-case basis. 


been playing catch-up from the low 
water problem back in ‘88, so we never 
really had a chance to build up our 
stockpile of buoys,” Kline said. 

The sudden loss of buoys on the 
Upper Mississippi River, combined 
with buoys lost to ice on the Ohio 
River, cost the Second District more 
than 3,500 buoys. That’s about a third 
of the buoys the Second District has on 
the rivers at any one time. 

The Second District initiated an 
emergency procurement to Head- 
quarters Jan. 6 to supplement buoy 
supplies. Headquarters will provide 
about $1.3 million to meet this need. 
Kline said it will take several months to 
correct the district’s buoy shortage. 

According to records at Marine 
Safety Office St. Louis, the last similar 
ice situation occured in January 1977 
when restrictions were imposed on 
Mississippi River traffic for about a 
week. During this latest period, the 
river was closed to unrestricted traffic 


for 16 days. 
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64 Barges Break Away 


by PA2 Dean Jones 


ce flowing down the 

Monongahela and Ohio 
rivers caused 64 barges to 
break away from their moor- 
ings Jan. 1. One damaged 
barge spilled gas into the 
Monongahela River and an- 
other jammed one of the 
river's lock and dam. 

Coast Guard Marine 
Safety Office Pittsburgh re- 
sponded by _ establishing 
safety zones, monitoring 
barge salvage and recovery 
operations, and assisting the 
Environmental Protection 





MORE BARGES 
LOOSE DOWN 
STREAM 


Along the last 40 
miles of the Monongahela 
River from Lock and Dam 
Number Four to Pitts- 
burgh, 17 barges were 
knocked loose. Sixteen 
were recovered and return- 
ed to their moorings. 

According to Christ- 
ian, the seventeenth one, an 
empty grain barge, was ex- 
tensively damaged and was 


Agency with its pollution re- 
' sponse. 


Barges pile up at Maxwell Lock and Dam south of Pittsburgh after ice flows 
broke them loose from their moorings. Thirty-three barges sank above the 
dam while two went over the dam and sank. (MSO Pittsburgh Photo) 


recovered and moored at a 
landing on the Ohio River. 


37 BARGES HIT LOCK AND DAM 


Thirty-seven barges broke loose from a landing 63 
miles south of Pittsburgh and crashed into the Maxwell 
Lock and Dam two miles downriver. 

According to Chief Warrant Officer Neil Christian, 
chief, investigation department, MSO Pittsburgh, 33 of 
those barges sank in front of the dam and two went over the 
dam and sank. One of the sunken barges lodged in one of 
the dam's five gates, preventing it from closing. As aresult, 
the Army Corps of Engineers could no longer control the 
water level in the pool above the dam. 

To remove the barge, the 24-mile long pool was 
drained and the barge was cut out of the gate Jan. 15. The 
pool was then refilled. MSO Pittsburgh established a 
safety zone closing the river during the operation. The 
river was reopened to traffic Jan. 17. 


BARGE GOES OVER DAM, SPILLS GAS 


Seven more barges broke loose from moorings lo- 
cated in the river pool upstream from Lock and Dam 
Number Four, 40 miles south of Pittsburgh. 

According to Christian, three barges were imme- 
diately recovered and four hit the lock and dam; three went 
over and one remained on top of the dam. One of the three 
that went over was carrying 336,000 gallons of gasoline. It 
was damaged and spilled approximately 10,000 gallons of 
its cargo. The barge owners pumped the remaining fuel 
into another empty tank barge. 

The spilled gas could not be recovered. However, 
since gas is light and evaporates rapidly, it did not pose a 
threat to the environment or local water supplies. 

The stranded barge on the dam was also heavily 
damaged and loaded with fuel. However, it was towed off 
the dam and its cargo transferred to another barge without 
spilling any gas into the river. 


OHIO LOSES BARGES, TOO 


Three barges were knocked loose on the Ohio River. 
Christian said one went over the Dashields Lock and Dam, 
13 miles downriver from Pittsburgh, and sank. It is not 
blocking the navigable channel and it will not be removed 
until the weather improves this spring. The other two 
broke loose from a mooring 46 miles from Pittsburgh and 
were quickly recovered. 

According to Christian, most of the 64 barges (61 on 
Monongahela and three on Ohio) were knocked loose by 
ice flowing down the rivers. However, some of the barges 
broke loose when they were hit by other runaway barges. 

The Monongahela River flows from the mountains of 
West Virginia north to Pittsburgh where it joins the 
Allegheny River to form the Ohio River. 

The MSO is conducting an investigation to deter- 


mine if the barges were properly moored for the ic 
conditions. RC 
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River current forces breakaway barges against Maxwell Lock and Dam, 
One sunken barge lodged in a gate, preventing it from closing. As a resylt, 
the water level in the pool above the dam could not be controlled. (M§Q 
Pittsburgh Photo) 
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Commendation Ribbon 
Presented After 45 Years 


oast Guard World War II veteran James Dunn 
C received the Commandant’s Letter of Commen- 
dation Ribbon Oct. 24 in Memphis 45 years after 
leaving the service. 

While going through some old memorabilia, 
Captain Harry Harvey (USCG retired), who served 
with Dunn from 1942 to 1944, found an old newspaper 
clipping from Dunn’s home town. The clipping high- 
lighted Dunn’s rescue of a soldier during World War 
II. Harvey sent the article to Headquarters in the 
spring of 1989. His action resulted in the award 
presentation. 

Dunn was recognized for performance of duty 
while serving as a quartermaster in the Coast Guard 
Reserve and participating in an amphibious landing at 
Fedala, Morocco, North Africa. 

He went to a soldier who was being pulled under 
the surface of the water by the weight of his gear. 
Without thought of his own personal safety and 


Vet Gets Award For WWII Action 


despite the potential danger ashore during the assault 
landing, Dunn aided the drowning soldier and helped 
him safely ashore. 

Dunn served in the Coast Guard from 1942 to 
1945 serving on board the amphibious transport USS 
Joseph T. Dickman. He was cited for heroism for 


CDR Michael Donohoe pins the Commandant’s Letter of Commendation 
Ribbon on World War II veteran James Dunn. (MSO Memphis photo) 


Salerno, participating in five of the six initial invasions of 
Europe including North Africa, Sicily, Salerno, Nor- 
mandy and Southern France. He was honorably dis- 


saving the lives of four men during the battle of 





charged in 1945 with a rank of quartermaster third class. 





Buoy aeck supervisor BM3 David Brown watches SN Thomas Larson lasso 
a buoy with a wire-rope noose aboard the cutter Kanawha. This is the first 
step in “picking” a buoy from the river. The Kanawha’s days on this section 
of the river and at its homeport in Memphis, Tenn., are numbered. The 
command and crew are awaiting the arrival and commissioning of the 
cutter Kankakee now in the final stages of construction in New Orleans. The 
cutter Dogwood will be decommissioned, and Kanawha will be moved to 
Pine Bluff. Ark. (Photo by SK3 Scott Young) 


Cutters Delayed 





by PA2 Dean Jones 





he delivery of the Second District’s newest river- 
tenders has been delayed due to a severe vibration 
problem in the Kankakee. 

According to Ship Repair Detachment St. Louis, the 
problem was discovered when the cutter Kankakee did not 
meet Coast Guard noise level specifications in the berthing 
area during a builder’s trial run. The contractor and the 
Coast Guard are reviewing the design specifications in an 
effort to determine a solution to the problem. 

The Kankakee was to be delivered to the Coast 
Guard in February but will be delayed for at least two 
months because of this problem. The Greenbriar, the 
other new 75-foot rivertender being built by the con- 
tractor, is scheduled for delivery six months after the 
Kankakee’s delivery. 

The new rivertenders are indirectly replacing the 
Dogwood and Lantana. The Greenbriar will be home- 
ported in Hickman, Ky., and the Kankakee will be based in 


Memphis. 
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MSO Moni 


Story and photos by PA2 John Moss 








onducting Marine Safety inspec- 
tions may not be one of the 
glamorous jobs in the Coast Guard, but 
it certainly is one of the more 
important. Through the inspection 
program, the Coast Guard helps 
reduce deaths, injuries, property 
damage and environmental pollution. 
Marine Safety Office St. Louis 
administers the largest marine safety 
zone in the continental United States. 
Seven people are responsible for 
inspecting 110 passenger vessels, 230 
tank barges and 140 recreational 
boating factories. This requires them 
to travel to such exotic places as the 
Lake of the Ozarks and Table Rock 
Lake in Missouri, and Yellowstone 
National Park in Wyoming. 
Lieutenant Michael Schafers- 
man has been chief of the inspection 
department at MSO St. Louis for two 
and a half years. He said the majority of 
their work involves tank barge inspec- 
tions—barges that carry regulated sub- 
stances like petroleum or chemicals. 
Tank barges have a certificate of in- 
Zs i oe Re spection which is good for two years. 
CWO Dave Jago documents a tank barge mid-period inspection pa Magid eine Sandee However, between the 10th and 14th 
month, the barge must undergo a less 
extensive mid-period inspection. 
To keep track of each vessel’s 


Each inspection is documented, and the infor- 

mation is fed into a computer program called the 

Marine Safety Information System. Any discrep- Lieutenant Richard Muth inspects the hoses and fittings in the starboard engine room aboard the 
ancies are noted for follow-up action. riverboat President. The President is the largest passenger vessel inspected by MSO St. Louis. 
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ors Vessels 


inspection history, the Coast Guard 
has devised a computer system called 
the Marine Safety Information System 
(MSIS). After every job, the inspectors 
input the information they gathered 
into the MSIS which can be accessed 
by every MSO in the Coast Guard. 

“We put the information in the 
system hopefully the same day,” 
Schafersman said. “That way if we do 
something here in St. Louis and the 
barge ends up in Memphis the next 
day, they will know we were on board 
and what kind of problems we saw.” 

MSIS also keeps track of when 
every vessel is due for an inspection. 
“MSIS kicks out letters advising the 
owner of the vessel they’re due for an 
inspection. They’re normally kicked 
out about 30 days in advance,” 
Schafersman said. The computer will 
also generate follow-up letters to the 
owners noting any discrepancies that 
were found. 

Any time a tank barge or small 
passenger vessel has an accident, the 
MSO will conduct a damage survey. 

“Tt’s not uncommon for us to get 
a phone call in the middle of the night 
saying a tank barge is sitting on a rock 
ledge,” Schafersman said. ‘“‘Many 
times it could turn into a pollution 
incident if a tank barge has been 
holed.” 

During these types of cases, the 
inspector has to make on-the-spot 
decisions. He must decide if he will 
allow the barge to proceed with holes in 
it or require them to off-load into 
another barge. But their main concern 
is simply damage control. 

“‘When you go out on scene, 
you're really not looking to blame any- 
one. You’re just trying to mitigate the 
damage, get the channel open and stop 
the pollution,” Schafersman said. 
After that, the inspector will take the 
information to investigators to deter- 
mine if someone is at fault. 

Schafersman said most of these 
accidents are caused by operator error 
rather than equipment failure. How- 
ever, marine inspectors continue to do 
their part to help prevent accidents by 
ensuring owners maintain their equip 
ment in the best condition possible. 





Jago checks a fire extinguisher during a tank barge mid- 
period inspection. 


gt 
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Jago checks the progress of a tank barge in dry dock undergoing a hull replacement. The Coast 
Guard is responsible for inspecting tank barges and passenger vessels while under construction or 
repairs. 
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MSO Remembers Pearl Harbor 











7 Photos by YN2 Roger Smith 





n honor of Pearl Harbor Day, 

Marine Safety Office Hunting- 
ton participated in a wreath laying 
ceremony Dec. 7. The event was 
sponsored by American Legion Post 
16. Twenty-five other agencies laid 
wreaths into the Ohio River at 
Harris Riverfront Park in Hunting- 
ton, W. Va. 

Coast Guard cutter Taney was 
in Pearl Harbor Dec. 7, 1941, and 
was the first Coast Guard cutter to 
be engaged in that conflict. While 


A silent tribute to those who gave their lives at alongside a pier in Honolulu Harbor 


Commander James Robinson, commanding 
Pearl Harbor. 


that morning, Taney fired on forma- officer of Marine Safety Office Huntington, 
tions of aircraft. places the wreath in the Ohio River. 


Res. Unit Holds Swim Training 


Story and photos by LTJG M. Krause 

















embers of the MSD Cincinnati Reserve Unit believe 
M:. the philosophy that a Coast Guardsman should be 
able to do three things: drive a boat, shoot a gun and swim. 
Their training schedule reflects that. They train annually 
at the firing range, and attempt to get every member of 
the unit trained in their 17-footer on the nearby Ohio 
River. 
Last November they held an all-hands drill to train in 
the third phase of the maxium-swimming. After hoisting 
ese Bate re eee g ong pts. J BMC Wayne Estes explains the proper use of a Personal Flotation Device 
(PFD) to members of the unit. 
Training began with a fundamental, refresher class 
in lifesaving and continued with a test to see if unit 
members could swim well enough to reach the nearest 
shore of the Ohio River. In a worst case scenario, a person 
might fall into the river fully clothed with no PFD at determined it was such a success that the unit should do it 


midstream of a channel 1,500 feet wide. The unit decided more often. As a result, swim training is now scheduled 
members should be able to swim 750 feet fully clothed twice a year. 


without a PFD. After the test, Chief Boatswains Mate Wayne Estes 

The unit divided into groups of eight and were conducted training in drown-proofing and use of the heat- 
assigned tasks as swimmers, ,__= ae ity escape-lessening posture. 
timers, lap counters, safety : Other training included life 
observers, instructors and saving for drowning victims, 


record keepers. Each group abandon ship drills, and the 
of eight tried each task, and use of Mustang suits. 


the swimmers were timed. After the four-hour 


As the day wore on, session, the members left for 
good natured competition lunch very tired, a little wiser 


developed between groups. glia coe RE 5 Sand looking forward to the 
While not everybody finish- bt Oe: at Cee next trip to the pool. 
ed the 10 laps required to CW02 Denny Clark tries out a Mustang suit. 


make 750 feet, 90 percent did, and 100 percent vowed to 
make it next time. Commanding Officer Lieutenant Com- 
mander John Heitlinger, who participated in the exercise, 
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RM Powerlifting Champ 


Body Building Coastie 
“Presses” Competition 


by Group Ohio Valley crew 








66 ello all stations, hello all stations, hello all stations.. 
Hn: is United States Coast Guard Ohio Valley 
Louisville, Kentucky, group.” 

Those words spoken by a well known voice go out 
over nineteen VHF-FM high-level sites throughout the 
navigable waterways of the Ohio River and Tennessee 
River valleys of the Second District, providing mariners 
with important marine information. After the broadcast, 
there is a short pause then suddenly a towboat skipper 
comes back over the airways—‘‘What a nice voice!” 

Radioman Third Class Renee Dowdy is used to 
hearing such remarks during her daily routine broadcasts. 
In fact, she has even received several marriage proposals 
over the radio. However, towboat skippers with thoughts 
of wedlock might be surprised to learn the owner of the 
voice is in better shape than they are. 

After sitting behind a radio console for a 12-hour 


RM3 Renee Dowdy trains for bench press competition. Last April she won 
the Western Kentucky Open Bench Press Competition with a press of 186 
pounds. 


Dowdy works on biceps during a recent workout. She is currently training 
for the 1990 Kentucky Derby Body Building Extravaganza. 


shift, Dowdy likes to unleash her energy at the gym. Dowdy 
has always been athletic. She’s participated in high school 
gymnastics, track teams and cheerleading. A little over two 
years ago, Dowdy decided either powerlifting or body 
building would be a nice diversion as she already pos- 
sessed the strength and determination necessary to suc- 
ceed at such events. 

Last March, Dowdy began her powerlifting com- 
petitions and placed second in the Kentucky State Open 
(USPF) heavyweight class. In April, Dowdy won the 
Western Kentucky Open Bench Press Competition with a 
bench press of 186 pounds. Dowdy made her first body 
building appearance last August winning the 1989 Miss 
Louisville title. 

At five feet four inches, 137 pounds and all muscle, 
Dowdy is currently training (and dieting) for the 1990 
Kentucky Derby Body Building Extravaganza which is a 
sanctioned Junior National qualifying event for those 
competitors placing first or second in their class. She has 
high hopes of qualifying for the Junior National Cham- 
pionships in 1990. 











Group Ohio Cites Good 


roup Ohio ithe presented 

Coast Guard Certificates of 
Appreciation to Scott Pullem of 
Jeffersonville, Inc., Dec 15 and 
Craig Burrus of Cincinnati, Ohio, 
Dec. 28. 

Pullem was cited for per- 


forming a medical evacuation of an 
injured crewman from the towboat 
Phoenix Sept. 6 near Shawneetown, 
Ill. Aboard the Phoenix, a crewman 
had fallen in the engine room and 


needed: medical treatnientt: Punic 


while in his pleasure craft, ren- 
dezvoused with an ambulance and 
transported a paramedic to the 
Phoenix. He then transported both 
back to the waiting ambulance. 

Pullem’s immediate response 
saved precious time and provided 
for the prompt treatment of the 
crewman’s injuries. 

Burrus was cited for towing 
the pleasure craft Sanctuary and its 


near Cincinnati. Burrus responded 
to an Urgent Marine Information 
Broadcast that reported the Sanc- 
tuary adrift. Realizing the Sanc- 
tuary was in danger of being run 
over by barge traffic in the area, 
Burrus immediately went to their 
aid. In less than an hour, Burrus had 
the Sanctuary and its nine pas- 
sengers in tow. 
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Breakaway Seminar Held 


Pittsburgh Area Studies 
Safe Mooring Procedures 


by LTJG Paul Masella 


oast Guard Marine Safety Office Pittsburgh joined 
together with the Army Corps of Engineers and the 
Waterways Association of Pittsburgh in sponsoring a 
barge breakaway seminar in West Elizabeth, Pa., Oct. 4. 
Approximately 225 employees from area barge and towing 
companies attended to gain additional knowledge and 


review standard techniques for safe barge mooring oper- 
ations. 








There had been a recent increase in barge break- 
aways within the Captain of 
the Port Pittsburgh zone 
which indicated a need for 
industry to get together and 
discuss proper barge moor- 
ing practices. The seminar | 
consisted of a lecture period 
and a hands-on training ses- 
ion. The morning session 
was devoted to presenta- 
tions given by speakers from 
the Waterways Association 
of Pittsburgh, the Army 
Corps of Engineers, and the 
Coast Guard marine safety 
office. Topics included 
Coast Guard regulations and 
investigation procedures 











St Louis, along with the rest of the Midwest, suffered through record 
cold temperatures in December. Even in this relatively “open” section 
of the Mississippi, chunks of ice can be seen floating by. 


Bill Stiles (right) of Campbell Transportation Company and a co-worker 
demonstrate recommended barge mooring procedures. 


relating to barge breakaways, the Corps of Engineers 
regulations on permits, and responsibilities of those in 
charge of barge operations. In addition, a videotape de- 
monstrating recommended barge mooring procedures was 
shown. 

The afternoon session consisted of hands-on training 
at the Consolidation Coal Company Dock in West Eliza- 
beth. Representatives from Consolidation Coal Company 
and Frank W. Winne & Son Company demonstrated 
proper procedures for tying towlines, backlines and 
springlines to mooring cells. They also demonstrated the 
use of fore, aft, jockey and breast wires in a barge mooring 
process and discussed the various types of equipment 
needed for mooring operations. 

The large turnout of area industry personnel in- 


= dicated an interest in pre- 

, venting future mishaps and 
bringing an increased degree 
of safety to the river industry 
in the COTP Pittsburgh 
zone. 

For further informa- 
tion on the barge breakaway 
seminar, contact Marine 
Safety Office Pittsburgh at 
(412) 644-5808. The train- 
ing videotape is available for 
$15 plus $2 postage and 
handling from the Water- 
ways Association Pitts- 
burgh, P.O. Box 81, Mckees- 
port, PA, 15134. 





AWARDS 








Military Awards 


Coast Guard Commendation Medal: 
RMCM S.A. Cornett, CGDTWO (ole) 
Coast Guard Achievement Medal: 
HSC D.G. Proctor, CGDTWO (ap) 
Coast Guard Achievement Medal with “‘o”’: 
ETC S.R. Beattie, LORAN Dana 
Commandant’s Letter of Commendation: 
SN R.O. Gatewood, CGDTWO (afa) 
United States Military Sports Association’s 
Military Athletes of the Year (COMDTINST 
1710.15 of 07 JUL 89): 
BM3 A.R. Cusson, Base St. Louis 
YN1 R.A Hull, Pay & Personnel Center 














Current Notes.... 


“News from and for 
Second District people” 








Vets Sought 


James H. Hudlow, a World 
War II Coast Guard veteran, would 
like to locate members of the fol- 
lowing ships and shore units he 
served with from 1940 to 1946. 


© The 35 enlistees shipped 
from St. Louis to Curtis Bay, 

Md., Aug. 3 or 4, 1940. 

© Company E of recruit training 
at Coast Guard Depot Curtis 

Bay, Md. 

® Cutter Sebago which was 

given to England in May 1941. 

® District Coast Guard office, 

Seventh Naval District, 1943 

and 1946. 

® Coast Guard Group 
Nantucket, Mass., 1945. 

® Radio HF/DF Station 
Jonesport, Maine, 1945. 

® Cutter Juniper, 1941; cutter 

Pandora, 1941 and 1942; and 

cutter Pequot, 1944. 

If you were stationed at these 
units during this time or are a sur- 
vivor of a deceased, you can write to: 
James Hudlow, 1819 Clayton Rd., 
Chattanooga, TN, 37421, or call 
(615) 899-2677. 


Hams Presented 


Married non-rates from Base 
St. Louis, cutters Sumac, Obion and 
Cheyenne received a little surprise 
in their Christmas stockings from 
the Greater St. Louis Fleet Reserve 
Association Dec. 18. 

Twelve large Christmas hams 
were given to the sailors by Presi- 
dent Mary Burgess and Secretary 
Helen Dodd of the Ladies Auxiliary 
at Base St. Louis. The Fleet Re- 
serve Association also gave hams to 
other St. Louis area units this year. 


The Fleet Reserve Associa- 
tion is a civilian volunteer organiza- 


tion composed mainly of retired 
Navy and Coast Guard members, 
and their spouses, dedicated to pro- 
moting the sea services. 


Money For Hugo 


The members of Coast Guard 
Reserve Unit Knoxville, Tenn., do- 
nated $145 to the morale fund at 
Coast Guard Base Charleston, S.C., 
recently. The money was used to 
buy Christmas gifts for children 
from Coast Guard families affected 
by Hurricane Hugo. 
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Civilian Cited 

Secretary of Transporation 
Samuel Skinner presented the 
Secretary’s Award for Excellence to 
Carolyn Tuggle in a ceremony Oct. 
19 in Washington, D.C. Tuggle is a 
civilian employee in the Second 
District’s Reserve Division, and was 
one of 21 people who received an 
award at the ceremony. 

“It is a privilege to pay tribute 
to our very special colleagues,” 
Skinner said. “Through exemplary 
displays of professional compe- 
tence, public service, personal cour- 
age, dedication to duty, or creative 
innovation, each award recipient 
has demonstrated achievement 
worthy of special commendation.” 


Santa’s Visit 


A Coast Guard recuiter played 
Santa Claus for a group of kinder- 
garten children Dec. 19 in Peoria, Ill. 

Machinery Technician First 
Class Paul Boyer dressed as Santa 
for Karen Lighter’s class at Willow 
Elementary School and handed out 
fruit-filled stockings and gifts to 25 
students. For the third year in arow, 
the crew from the cutter Sangamon 


and Boyer have donated money to 
buy gifts for these children, many of 
whom come from low-income fam- 
ilies. This year they raised their 
largest collection yet of $100. 

According to a Dec. 20 Peoria 
Journal Star article, the tradition 
started when a grandmother of one 
of Lighter’s students contacted the 
Coast Guard with the idea. Boyer 
said the program is fast becoming 
and annual tradition. 

In the article, Boyer said,“I 
really feel good about this. Just 
seeing the looks on these little faces. 
Some of these kids may not get 
anything else.” 


Free Tax Booklet 


The Internal Revenue Service 
has published a new free booklet 
aimed at helping military members 
fill out their federeal tax returns. 

The booklet is Publication 3, 
“Tax Information for Military Per- 
sonnel.” It includes information on 
dependency exemptions moving ex- 
penses, alien status and more. 

You can order the booklet by 
calling 1-800-424-3676. 
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Ice chokes the Chain of Rocks Canal north of St. Louis. Ice conditions in mid-December made fleeting operations difficult 
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